
Buchlyvie Community Council 
Minute of Meeting
11/12/2025
Buchlyvie Village Hall


[bookmark: _Hlk205224250]    Present: 	Jessica Langford (Chair)
Margaret Bennie (Vice Chair)
Colin Mutch (Planning Officer)
Fionna Armour (Acting Treasurer)
Alison Moffat (Secretary)
Cathy Stokes (Co-Opted Member)
Anne Winther

Apologies: 	Maureen Burnside, Emily McLennan, John and Gail Digney, Carolyn Hendry and Ishbel Murdoch.

 Minutes:	Ashleigh Donaldson
[bookmark: _Hlk205224298] Residents: 	10 residents in attendance

1. Welcome

2. Recording of Declarations of Interest 
None

3. Adoption of the Minutes of the last meeting
Minutes from our last scheduled meeting on Thursday 23rd October were adopted at the Extraordinary Place Plan meeting on Monday 24th November. 

4. Matters arising from the Minutes and Actions
Speeding through Village and Accidents – Alison Moffat confirmed she has not yet had a response from the police.

5. Chair’s Report – Jessica Langford 
The Place Plan: On 24th November we held an Extraordinary meeting to discuss residents’ responses and feedback to the Place Plan. These views were included in the amendments. Finally Buchlyvie Place Plan was submitted to Stirling Council on Friday 28th November. This week James Lamont, Planning Assistant Enforcement Officer responded with “Congratulations to you and your community for producing an excellent LPP! We will hopefully be contacting you with feedback/confirmation of its validation this week”. 

We also discussed the best way to make the Place Plan accessible and available to everyone. 
1. Online through the Community Council website.
2. A limited amount, e.g. 40, printed booklets, similar to the Buchlyvie Bulletin.             
     Available from Balfron Library and the Health Centre.
3. A shortened version, may be 6 pages with the main recommendations and maps 
     in the Bulletin, which is distributed to 450 households in the village. 

6. Margaret Bennie: The Youth Café 
The Café will re-open on Friday 16th January and will be run by 2 volunteers every week. Nicola Ross will be standing down on 12th December, we thank her for all her support. If anyone knows of anyone who would like to join as a volunteer, please let us know. We’re currently planning a programme of sport and arts activities and need additional funding. It was agreed that the Community Council should apply to Stirling Council for a grant for Youth Café activities next year. 

7. Treasurer’s Report – Fionna Armour
See attached.

8. Planning Report – Colin Mutch
See attached.

9. Offer of full membership to Cathy Stokes
Cathy was co-opted our CC meeting on 28th August and has attended the necessary 3 meetings. On behalf of the CC, Jessica would like to invite Cathy to become a full member of the CC.…Cathy said she would like to help with the Buchlyvie community council website. We could look at different ideas on how to engage people to use website. For example, we could run a competition for best Christmas lights, or best window display. 

10. The co-option of Fionna Armour 
Fionna is already known in Buchlyvie, especially for helping co-ordinate the Community Hub on Thursday lunchtimes, when local residents meet up and have lunch. We’re delighted that Fionna has applied to be co-opted on to the Community Council, her contribution will be an asset to the village. Vote for Fionna joining the CC.  Vote was a unanimous yes.
      
11. Election of Interim Treasurer, Fionna Armour
Fionna has also been supporting the Council with her professional accounting skills. She has done a great job, and now that she is a co-opted member we would be grateful if she could become our interim-treasurer. Fionna will you accept this position? Fionna confirmed she would accept this role. 

12. AOCB: Burn Green: Margaret will chair discussion and vote.
As many of you know since 2020, Jessica been involved working with a group of local gardeners turning Burn Green from an overgrown wasteland of giant butterbur and nettles into a wildflower meadow. As Jessica has led the regeneration of the Burn Green, it could be said, that her interest in it is such that it could possibly influence or prejudice her or the Community Council decision making. So at this point Jessica will leave the room and Margaret will chair the discussion.

Margaret Bennie read out the following emails from Emily McLennan and Carolyn Hendry who were not able to come the meeting:

Emily McLennan: “I wanted to share my support for all the wild flower areas in Buchlyvie. With increased biodiversity loss across Scotland and beyond it is essential that all wild flower areas are kept. This supports bee and insect populations which in turn supports birds and other wildlife. I am proud that Buchlyvie has areas that are increasing biodiversity and my children love playing and learning about the different flowers. If my children want to play sport on cut grass they go to the playing field behind the school. When they are nature exploring they go to the burn and see what insects and plants they can find.”

Carolyn Hendry: “Hello, Just thought I’d show my appreciation for all that the community council do in their efforts to maintain a safe, pleasant and welcoming environment in Buchlyvie. I enjoy the local Bulletin, particularly in the most recent issue, the explanation of the development of the beautiful wildflower meadow at Burn Green. It’s great to see that we’re looking after our bees and other insects. This has to be a huge bonus for wildlife and village life. It’s a calming zone to sit, watch, listen and learn. A good outdoor schoolroom when weather allows. 
Having lived some years in a town I’m pleased to be back in a caring village community. Thanks for all your work. Carolyn Hendry”.

Discussion and vote:
Do people want Burn Green to continue to develop as a wild flower meadow? Alternative? Resident discussion included – should we ask the kids at the school, young parents and more residents what their views are? If we want to it returned to grass area, we need a maintenance team for this. Is it taking space away from the children? The children were involved in developing the Burn Green at the time. There were also suggestions of some raised beds, allotments, maybe a community garden. Vote includes residents and Community Council – Majority voted in favour of keeping Burn Green and continuously developing the area.

Speeding in the village & accidents. Discussion. What can be done?
The 20mph sign is now on the road. In due course flashing lights sign will also be put in place the beginning and end of village. One resident suggested speed cameras as speed limits are not being observed. However Colin Mutch confirmed that speed camera are not calibrated for 20mph limits. Can this be lobbied to Gerry McGarvey and Evelyn Tweed? Colin to contact area commander and roads team to see if there is anything they can do. 

The Triangle: Maureen Burnside sent this brief update.
There's no update on the Triangle other than the partial clear up of the Mye Path by Gwen Downes. We appreciate that some of the rubbish has been removed, we would like to know when the rest of it is going to be cleared. Colin to follow up with enforcement officer. 

13. AOB
The Pond: Residents have written expressing concern about children’s safety of the pond because of the poor state of the fence and broken gate.  It was agreed to apply to Stirling Council for funding for replacing the fencing and gate. 

Resident asked about a railings update – Jessica has been told that these will be put up on Monday 15th December 2025. 

14. Resident’s Forum
N/A

We hope you’ll join us for a glass of mulled wine and a mince pie. Happy Christmas!

Date of Next Meeting – 12 February 2026
