
Buchlyvie Community Council Meeting
Minute of Meeting
24/4/2025
Buchlyvie Village Hall

    Present: 	Jessica Langford (Chair)
Margaret Bennie (Vice Chair)
Alan Reed (Treasurer)
Alison Moffat (Secretary)
Colin Mutch (Planning Officer)
Maureen Burnside  (Member)
Anne Winther

      Apologies: 	PC Matt McCammon (Community Police Officer)
Emily McLennan 
Margaret Sparkes

      Minutes:	Ashleigh Donaldson
      Residents: 	13 residents in attendance

1. Welcome
Councillor Rosemary Fraser and Frank Deas (South West Stirling Community Actions Network)

2. Recording of Declarations of Interest 
None

3. Adoption of the Minutes of the last meeting
The Minutes of the previous meeting of the Community Council held on 13 February 2025 and were proposed by Alison Moffat and seconded by Colin Mutch.

4. Matters arising from the Minutes and Actions

· Culbowie panorama sign was installed on Tuesday 22 April. Received very positive feedback. 

· Hall steps railings – We received the licence a month ago, Maureen Burnside has looked through it. Unfortunately, several discrepancies, it was sent back to Stirling Council lawyers to be corrected. Stephen Bly is chasing it up. 

5. Community Council Updates

Chair’s Report: Jessica Langford
Place Plan -  We have 18 volunteers doing interviews helping map the village. All CC members are covered by Stirling Council public liability insurance, but in order for volunteers to be covered they need to become Associate Members for the duration of the project. Their names are: Anne McLean, Anne Winther, Carolyn Manson, Cath Gillon, Cathy Stokes, Emily McLennan, Georgia Boyd, Gerry Weddle, Ishbel Murdoch, Jenny McGillivray, Nancy Ward, Tom Ward, Scott Mason and Gail Digney. VOTE took place by BCC council which was accepted.

Youth Café has recently received 3 grants. £500 from Youth Scotland, £350 from Stirling and Bridge of Allan Round Table and £500 from Rural Action Fund, Total of £1,350 which will help pay for activities and two outings. We have 10 volunteers without them it wouldn’t be possible to run it.


Treasurer’s Report: Alan Reed
The community council are possibly change bank account to Santander to avoid unnecessary charges. CC members voted in favour of this. 

Planning Report: Colin Mutch
Current situation of CDT. Response from Gerry McGarvey: “Unfortunately, Cllr McGarvey nor the Council has no locus or influence with regards to the Scottish Government's decision, and to the best of his understanding does not believe there is any further right of appeal”.

Mr Woodhouse is only allowed to have accommodation upstairs due to flood risk. Downstairs needs to be the same with no changes allowed. The proposition for turning the pub into accommodation was mainly based on policy 30 of the National Planning Framework. 

Application is in for Rockwell house to be turned into 4 or 5 flats.

 
6. Community Council Business

1.South West Stirling Community Actions Network (SWSCAN): Set up to link and help communities in South West Stirling wanting to reduce our energy use, to reduce emissions of greenhouse gases, to restore biodiversity.

To help collaborate on actions (eg, active travel) or issues (eg, energy and retrofit) and enable communities to become more sustainable eg. rural transport. Buchlyvie has been invited to join and Frank Deas has kindly come give more information and answer questions. Following discussion there will be vote.  

Frank Deas: Scottish Government has set up climate action hubs run by FEL Stirling. When they were doing consultations, they invited people to get together – this was Jan 2023. Created SWSCAN – registered with OSCR. We can now go to CC’s and Dev Trusts and asks if we want to be part of it. Also looking for members who interested across various villages. Variety of things happening in different villages. 

Q - What are we focused on at the moment?
A – We can include local place plan looking at green and natural spaces that don’t stop at village boundaries, ‘green corridor’ linking villages. We’re also looking at sustainable travel such as bus services. Sustrans and Paths for All money taken away, local councils will eventually decide where to spend the money. They are focused on urban areas at the moment. 

Q – How do people become members?
A – We have applied and got Microsoft 365 professional.  Want to create a form to put on website for people to complete and that’s them signing up. 

The community council all voted in favour of joining SWSCAN.

2.Place Plan: Anne Winther: Posters going up around village, what do we want to improve and what do we love about village? Hard copy of last years report available in doc surgery and soon to be available in coffee kiln.

If you cant meet with volunteer, you could complete online and in coffee kiln/surgery.

In June, we hope to have review of what information we have. Then end of summer, draft reports. Then go through legal process to form legal planning process.

Arnprior joining us. Neighbourhood interviews in next few weeks. 

3.The Triangle - Maureen Burnside confirmed that any resident concerned about the triangle should contact Stirling Council directly as the anti-social behaviour unit will only take on individual letters.  There are some leads to be followed up with regarding to land ownership. There is a possibility of taking ownership of unowned land over a period of time. There are various hurdles to go through. There is a process under Scots Law but frowned upon by Registers of Scotland. 

4.Community Grant - We have an opportunity for a grant of up to £20,000. Need ideas on what to use the money for. Everyone was in agreement that the playground could be improved. Jessica and Margaret walked around the park with a local joiner – who said it needs pressure washed and preserved/painted in some way. The boulder needs attention. It has moss all over it etc. 

Colin Mutch to find out more about reaching out to Scottish mountaineering place.

Colin Mutch proposed resurfacing of the multi court as the kids can’t use it when its raining or in winter. The fence is also ripped. Rosemary Fraser will email Stephen Bly regarding the multi court. Deadline 30th May for grant.

5.New Members. Co-opting - We are looking for another person to join us. We have 6 meetings a year. Members often take on specific role or support ongoing projects, such as the Youth Café and Community Hub. The person needs to live in Buchlyvie, be over 16, and wants to improve facilities and life here for everyone. Process: Fill in a Co-option Form, this is registered by Stirling Council. The submission deadline to BCC is 5th June.  At our next meeting 12th June you will be invited to join the CC. After attending 3 consecutive meetings you can become a full member. You can pull out at any point. And it’s free!!!  Forms on the table or contact BCC. 
 

7. Elected Members Update
Active travel update – Rosemary Fraser - pushing for rural transport. On horizon. Funding has been difficult, Stirling Council will link in with CC’s to identify ideal places to fix. Map out areas to provide safe active travel. 

One of main things that’s happening just now is a potential visitor levy. Stirling Council want to introduce this as it’s potentially worth several million per year. Ringfenced to improve local communities. A lot of engagement about how to improved services. Debate around how much we charge. 

Anne Winther noted the transport from Buchlyvie to Stirling has been brought up as an important issue. Jessica Langford also mentioned that there was an interest from Imagining Buchlyvie in creating a walking path from Buchlyvie to Arnprior.


8. AOB
We had two gentlemen along to discuss a local pharmacy proposition for Buchlyvie – plans still in early development. Looking for community feedback. Community Council noted there is a dispensary within the doctors surgery already. Funding helps paid for physiotherapy and mental health nurse. There are also pharmacies nearby in Aberfoyle and Balfron. There was some concern from the community council about the loss of the dispensary. 

9. Resident’s Forum 
N/A



Date of next meeting: Thursday 12th June 2025
Note: AGM at 7pm followed by the usual meeting at 7.30pm


